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Adaptation of rivers  
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The Zenne River 
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EEA water information centre 
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Rivers are getting cleaner  (1992-2011) 
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River basin management 

Move from quality standard approach … to an integrated, ecological approach.   



Ecological status of Europe’s rivers 

5 % bad 

13 % poor 

38 % moderate 

36 % good 

7 % high 

Source: EEA 2012 



moderate-to-bad ecological status  

Ecological status of Europe’s rivers 
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Pressures on Europe’s rivers 
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( ) =  Number of EU Member States that 
 reported the pressure, out of 22.  

Source: EEA 2012 



Pollution reduction from point sources 

Source: EEA 2012 



Pollution reduction from diffuse sources 

Source: EEA 2012 



Sources of pressures 
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The River Zenne today 



River Liesing 

Heavy flood events in 1954 Post-flood river modifications 

Source: Weiner Geswässer 



More information 

eea.europa.eu 

water.europa.eu 


